
	
	

Title:	Bolero	
Composer:	Julian	Arcas	
Key	:		A	minor		
Time	:		3/4	
Style:	Bolero	
Form:	Through	composed	with	a	returning	dance	like	figure,	there	is	a	intro	and	
coda	type	ending.	
	 	
	
About:		Julian	Arcas	was	a	reputable	guitarist,	composer	and	teacher	who	lived	
in	Spain	from	1832		till	1882.	He	is	known	for	having	taught	Francisco	Tarrega	
for	a	time.	He	also	was	a	strong	advocate	for	the	rest	stroke.	
	
He	wrote	a	number	of	compositions	including	this	Bolero.	The	Bolero	is	a	Latin	
dance	form	used	in	various	countries	including	Spain	and	Cuba.	In	Spain	the	
bolero	is	a	3/4	dance	that	originated		in	the	late	18th	century	which	is		a	
combination	of	the	contradanza	and	the	sevillanas.	
	
Notes	

• The	challenges	of	this	piece	lie	in	keeping	a	strong	rhythmic	integrity	
throughout.	

• Make	sure	to	phrase	the	lyrical	parts	and	even	slow	ten	down	a	little	to	
add	expressive	quality.	Stick	to	tempo	in	rhythmic	sections.	Use	glissando	
when	required.	

	
Tech	Work	

• Opening	two	bars	RH	only	

	
• Melody	isolated	Bars	5/6	

	



• LH	fingering	for	Bars	12/13	

	
• Thirds	exercise	

	


